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s«Education is what survives when what has heen learned has heen
forgotten.”

-B. F. Skinner

Biographical Sketch:-

The full name of B.F. Skinner is Burrhus Fredric Skinner. He was
an American. He is not only a famous Psychologist, but also a
behaviourist, author, and inventor. He gained popularity for his work
in the field of behaviourism and its application to education. B.F.
Skinner was born on March 20, 1904, in Susquehanna, which is a
small town in Pennsylvania, USA. His father was a lawyer and his
mother was a housewife. Skinner wad given not only education, but
also hard- working attitude, discipline and education. He was born and
nurtured in a middle-class, conventional family.

He did his bachelor's degree in literature from Hamilton College
in 1926. After he earned his degree, he put his efforts into becoming a
writer. However, his interest gradually shifted from English to
Psychology after he encountered the works of John B. Watson and
Ivan Pavlov. Hence, he turned to Psychology and completed his Ph.D.
in 1931 from Harvard University.

The most important contribution Skinner made to psychology was
the development of operant conditioning theory, which emphasizes
how rewards and penalties influence behavior. This is in contrast to
classical conditioning as it emphasizes how outcomes impact
voluntary behaviors. Skinner developed a box which he named after
his name -Skinner’s Box. The device is used to observe and study the
behaviour of animals in a regulated environment or setting, which
helps to investigate these ideas. Skinner was a pioneer in the field of
education as he advocated programmed instruction and teaching
machines could pave the way for education by providing immediate
feedback, reinforcing correct answers, and allowing learning at an
individual pace. In this way, his work has given way to modern
approaches of behaviour control and instructional technology.
Skinner’s approach was in line with a scienc, | -driven
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Educational Philosophy:-

The foundation of B.F. Skinner's philosophy of edyc
more general psychological theory of radical behaviorism, which
that actions are determined and sustained by their results. AccordinSays
Skinner, education is a process of shaping behaviour SO that desi to
behaviours are reinforced till the time it is intemalized.Traditio:dl
ideas of learning, which are about assimilation of facts, were rejectead
by Skinner. Rather, he viewed education as an observable gng
controllable scientific process. Explicit control over €Nnvironmenty]
factors should facilitate learning and enable teachers to Systematically
direct behaviour. It 1s about the development of functional behaviour
that can be applied in daily real-life situations. Hence, it includes not
only academic skills but also developing social, vocational, and morg]
competencies. He believed that a true individual possesses social ang
moral values so that they may be able to sustain. As per Skinner, the
purpose of Education is-

ation jg ,

1
i
1

e Behavioural Mastery- To give students measurable and observable
behaviours that learners can use to reinforce their learning.
e Effectiveness and Efficiency- This is required to prevent trial and

error by using reinforcement principles to speed up learning.

e
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qocial Adaptation- Developing behaviours that enable

| . : people to
«uccessfully  navigate their  social, cultural, and

professional

Thus, it can be concluded that Education is a tool of societal

engineering and personal growth, a notion that Skinner expands upon
in his 1971 book ‘Beyond Freedom and Dignity’.

Skinner portrays the teacher as a behavioral engineer rather than a
knowledge transmitter. It is the responsibility of educators to create
Jecarning environments that offer the appropriate reinforcement and
cues for desired behaviors. This includes giving precise feedback and
avoiding punishment. According to Skinner, the student actively
engages in the educational process. Learning happens when a student
responds directly to the content and gets timely and relevant
reinforcement. This will help in mastering the opportunities. This
concludes that learning occurs via actions rather than rote
memorization or passive learning. Skinner’s methods of learning, such
as- teaching machines and programmed instruction, are based on
active learning. The educational philosophy of Skinner found its
application in developing skills, provide inclusivity in education and
special education. Skinner was skeptical about abstract and
metaphysical concepts, such as spirituality; however, he talked about
social and moral education. As per him, honesty, cooperation,

empathy, etc. are few behaviours that can be systematically reinforced.
He believes in reinforcement, that too positive one.

According to Skinner, there is no one-size-fits-all curriculum.
Rather he emphasized education that let the people progress at their
own pace. He was in favour of dividing learning goals into sequential
subskills and mastery learning. He focuses on education,developing
desired behaviour by giving real-time feedback. It is the foundation of
competency-based education. Value education should emphasize
tangible indications of value and respect, such as respect, punctuality,
rather than focusing only on abstract goals. Skinner believed that
education can bring transformation in social perspective.. He believed
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Programmed learning given by Skinner has
traditional method of teaching. This turned out to be a
change in teaching and learning by allowing students to
own pace. The approach consisted of a series of question
after the knowledge was presented in digestible chunks
answers are followed by reinforcement and
Secondly, through teaching machines,students could participate |
lessons on their own, all thanks to Skinner. This is something which s
popularly known as e-learning now. Another pedagogical innovatiop
contributed by B.F. Skinner's operant Conditioning theory, which later
turned out to be the foundation of contemporary educational
psychology. It is one of the main tenets of behavioral psychology in
which consequences of a behavior, such as an incentive or punishment,
modify how strong the behavior is. In operant conditioning theory,
behaviors are influenced by external factors.
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Contemporary Relevance:-
kinner remains deeply relevant in today’s educational

. The idea of S
ork he did on reinforcement and individualized in

system. The w
lcarning is something we arc addressing with the name of modern

c-learning platforms, classroom management technologies as well
as adaptive learning technologies. The principles of Skinner
.nfluence today's approach to learning as the students have the
system of education allows students to progress according to their
own abilities, thus making the system of education more inclusive

and personalized.

It is found that the National Education Policy (NEP-2020), broadly
aligns with many of the educational ideas of Skinner. Among these
are integration of technology with education, which can not only
enhance teaching and learning but also make it accessible for those
who couldn’t. In addition to this, his feedback mechanism as well

as individualized learning perfectly align with the to be obtain

outcomes of learning and pedagogical innovation and

methodologies.

e The methodology of B.F. Skinner, somewhere, affects the inclusive
education, which is again one of the major aims of NEP-2020. This
can be achieved by its feature of differentiated learning experiences

for students of all backgrounds.
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