Power, Politics and the Issue of
Gender Based Violence
Vol-1

Srijon Shitya Chora
DIGBOI MAHILA MAHAVIDYALAY
www.digboimahilamahavidyalay.org

Editor
Dr. Abul Foyes Md Malik



Power. Politics & the lssue of Gender Based Violence
Edned by : Abul Foves Md Mahk

Published By : AGRA BOOK INTERNATIONAL

Furst Publshed: Ociober 2024

Copynght = Ednor

Price - 1200 /- (Rupees One Thousand Two Hundred) only

ISBN - 978--93.94] 51-64-2

PRINTED AT : AGRA BOOK INTERNATIONAL
105, Grand Forl, Paschempun Séandra Agra - 282007
Mobide | 9088440609 . e-mad . agraboolaf@gmail.com




Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapler 12

Chapler 13
Chapter 14

Chapter 15

CONTENTS

Scripting Gender; AnAnalysis of Gendered Subjectivity and
the Culture of Violence in Atig Rahimi®s The Patience Stone/
Dr. Abdul Mubid lslam /07

Intersectionality and Vulinerability o Violence: A Study of
Gender, Race, Class, Ethnicity, Sexuality and Disability/
Albeen Josebh Ahmed, Prof. Nigamananda Das / 14

The Intersection of Gender Roles and Violence: Unpacking
Societal Expectations’ Anjumoni Chakraborty / 20

lssue of Gender-Based Violence in India: Law and Analysis/
Babuli Chandra Nayak / 28

How Race, Class, Ethnicity, Sexuality and Disability
Intersect with Gender o Influence Vulnerability to Vielence,
An Inmersectional Approach/ Bandita Das / 35

Gender Justice in Focus: A Critical Review of the 2013
Criminal Law Amendment Act/ Dr. Disari Roy /42
Debunking the Myth of Women's Empowerment with the
New Trapd Disha Ganguli/ 49

Media Dynamics: Shaping Public Perceptions of Gender -
Based Violence/ Gitangshu Deva Sarma/ 58

Women, Patriarchy and Polygamy: An Insightful
Understanding of Maria ma Ba"s So Long A Letter/ Habibul
Islam /62

Violence and ldentity: The Experiences of Margimalized
Communities in Temsula Ao's Narmatives/ Hawaibam
Lowyumba /68

Cross-Border Feminst Movements and Therr Influence on
Gender-Based Violence Policies: A Comparative Study of
India and Nepal/ Jeetendr Kumar Sharma/ 79

The lmpact of Political Policies on Economi¢c Women
Empowerment in India/ Jitendra Pal Singh, Neelam Kumari,
SudhaPal /B4

Diversity, Equity and Inclusion in Education/

Jyot Pawwary / 89

Dancing in the Shadows: Patriarchal Objectification and
Margmnalization of Kolhati Tribal Dancers in Kishor
Shantabai Kale's Against All Odds/Kanika Sharma / 96

A Swdy on Women, Leadership and Innovation in Assam/
Kankana Borgohain, Navajyoti Konwar / 104




The Impact of Political Policies on
Economic Women Empowerment
in India

Jitendra Pal Singh, Neelam Kumari, Sudha Pal

Introduction

Empowerment means change, choice and power. It is a process of change
where individuals and groups who are less powerful or less powerful gain
power and the ability o make decisions that affect their lives. Women
empowermenl is a stage where women are empowered o understand their
rights and fulfill their responsibilities to themselves and others 1o the best of
their ability. Women empowermentEmpowerment means that women have
financial independence, hey should overcome all difficulties and be able 10
participate in development. For the benefit of women, the government has
adopled different programs and projects such as the National Women's Credit
Fund Food and Nutrition Board (FNB), Information and Education Fund (IMF)
and others. Women also have a stake in human development issues such as
childcare, education, health, and gender equality. They are often involved in
the production and marketing of various household products (pickles, wiloring,
embroidery, etc. ). Therefore, the issue of women's economic empowerment is
important o political thinkers, intellectuals, and reformers| | Understanding
that women empowerment has many positive effects on society as a whole,
the task of defining the principles for women empowerment is important.
Abuse and sex. India has a list of safety laws for women workers in the field,
which aims 1o ensure the safety of women against various forms of violence
against women. Women's rights are human rights. They cover life and health,
education, political participation, health and protection from violence, Women
have the right 1o enjoy all forms of discrimination, which is the basis for the
achievement of human rights, peace, security and sustainable development,
Many NC:Os play an important role in women empowerment, The government
has many strategies and programs for women empowerment. In India, women
anpowermenl plays an important role in the overall development of the country,
Women empowerment has the power to change many things in the society
and the country. If we want our country W be a developed country, first
women should be empowered with the efforts of men, the state, the lower
¢lasses and women. Dueto sexism and male dominance in Indian society, the

necd for women empowerment has emerged. Women empowerment is important
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> have a future in the family, society and country. There are very few studies
on ‘women empowerment m India[2].

There 5 a rwoway relationship bétween economic development and
wormen's empowerment, which means mereasmg wommen's ability o access
development tools, especially health, education, economic, political and
political participation. However, a8 Amartya Sen has argued so powerfully,
development itself can play an mportant role in reducing mequality between
women and men. Contmuing discrimmation agamst women can hinder
development. In other wonds, motivation drives deve lopment. Policymakers
and social scientists tend to focus on one or the other of these two
relationships. Those who focus on the first queston believe that gender
equality will improve when poverty & reduced. They argue that policymakers
should focus on creating the conditions for economic growth and prosperity
m seekmp equality between men and women, but should not use specific
strategies to improve the status of women. In contrast, many emphasire the
Btter relationship by promoting growth. For example, United Nations
Secretary. General Kofi Annan beheves that achieving gender equality s a
“prerequisite” for achieving other Millennium Development Goals
{MDGs )achieving universal education elimmating the gender gap in education
by 2015 {United Nations, 2005). The World Bank (2001) n its report on
Advancing Gender Development called for policies to address pender
mequality m “rights, resources and voice” and recommended that hospitals
adjust their standards to promote equality and take special messures. Examples
mclude grants for girks and quotas for wormen in parl mment. The report argoes
that these measures are necessary not only becanse they promote justice, but
also because they are necessary to accelerate development. Interestmgly, the
2012 World Development Report (World Bank, 201 1) provides more detail.
When it makes the “business case” for women’s empowerment, it often says
that gender equality & adesirable goal m itse If and that policy must achieve it
it shows, first, that poverty and mcompetence lead o mequality between
women and men, so that when economic development reduces poverty,
women’s status improves in two ways: frst, when poverty is reduced,
everyone, meludmg women, s better off, and second, gender. As poverty s
redoced, inequality is redoced, so with growth, women are better off than
men[4]. But economic development is not enough to achieve gender equahity.
Policies are also needed to achieve gender equality. IFwomen's empowerment
also promotes further development, creating a virtuous cycle, then the policy
& justified. This article argues that while the narrative that women always
make the best decwions for longterm growth s somewhat exaggerated,

women’s empowerment has changed social preferences in mmportant ways.
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The result here is o mone balanced and pessimistic picture of the combination
of women s empowerment and economic growth,
Women in India

The status stratification of womeén in the Rig Vedaand later in the Viedic
Civilization s worse this time around, Women were denied education and
widows were denied the right to remarry, They were banished and thrown out
of property, Many ills like child marriages, material wealth ete, eméergad and
started attecting women, Thestatus of women decreased sigmihcantly durmg
the Gupia period. Dowry became an institution and Sati Pratha came 1o the
fore, Their efforts led 1o the abolition of sati and the enactment of the Widow
Marriage Act. Later Mahatma Gandhi and Pt Nehru were against women's
rights[5]. Thanks to their eforts, the social, economic and political situation
of women in Indian society began o improve,
Methodology ofthe Study

This study is a good study, The résearcher collects information from
various Sources such as books, Newspapers, Magazines, various government
agencies, websites, ete,

Fig 1 : Poster for Women empowerment

Political empowerment

To develop astrategy for equal partici pation of women in the political process
and public life in all societies and at all levels of society, 5o that women can
virice their concerns and needs and partici pate in decisionmaking in all areas
of life, The Women's Rights Bill or the Constitution { 108th Amendment) Bill is
a pending bill in India that proposes 33% of all seats in the Lok Sabha, the
bywer house of the Indian Parliament and state legislatures, The bil | was passed
by the uppér house of the Indian Parliament in March 20010, Reforms in India
be fore and afler ndependence have also helped women gain some power in
politics, They are the most political people,
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Exomno mic copowerment

Financial empowerment provides women with acoess 1o financial resources
md opportumities. meludng employment, fimancial services, property and
dher assets, sonal development miclligence and busmess informatwon.
Women's sconomic empowermen! 5 a prerequisile for sustamable develop-
menl

Educational cm powermest

Educanon s considersd one of the mos! mportant means o ¢ mpower women
with the knowledge, skilks and seli-confidence necessary 10 particapase full y
m development process Educaton s a key factor for women empowerment
prosperity, development and we lfare. Women education m Indm plays a very
mmportant rol e m the overall development of the country. Educatwon 15a poltent
ol 1n the emancipaon and empowerment of women. Educanon s consid-
ered as a milesione for women empowerment because it enables them w re-
spond 0 the challenges, 0 confront thear radibonal role and change ther
Eves.

Social eoapow erment

Social empowerment il 5 & process o change the dstnbuton of power in
mierpersonal redal wons among different people, cul ures, activilies of the soci-
ety. Socal empowerment refers 1o the enablmg force that sirengthens women's
social relabons and thewr posibon m social structures. Social empowerment
addresies the social discimmnatons exismg m the socety based on disabil-
ity, race, ethmicity, religion or pender{6].

Health eonpowerment

Women"s health and safety s another important area The empowerment of
women begins with a puaraniee of thewr health and safety. The health con-
cemsof women are paramount for Lhe wellbemng of 2 country, and are impor-
tani faciors m gaugmg the empowermenl of women m a Indm

Political eonpowerme mt

To develop a strategy for equal parta patwn of women n the political process
and pubhc life m all soceties and at all kevels of society, so thal women can
voice therr concerns and noads and partcipate m deasonmakmg m all areas
of life. . The Women's Rights Bill or the Constitution { 10&th A mendment) Bill
& a pending bill m India that propases 33% of all seats in the Lok Sabha, the
lower house of the Indan Parhament and gate kepislatres The bill was passed
by the upper house of the Indian Parhament m March 2010. Reforms in India
before and afier mdependence have also helped women gain some power in
Conclusion

As India = progresave o become workd™s fasiesi prowing economy i1n near
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future, it must also focus on “Women Empowerment’. We must understand
that women empowerment is a process which hopes 1o bring gender equality
and a balanced economy. Indian women had been President, Prime ministers,
civil servanis. doclors, lawyers eic. but still a good majority of them needs
help and suppori. Support 1o be educated, o do what they want 1o do, 10
travel safe, 1o work safe and 1o be independent. making their own decisions.
The way o the socio-economic development of India goes through the socio-
economic development of her women folk. The results of this study indicate
the importance of women empowerment through foraging their health infor-
mation secking nghts and comprehensive health information management. s
il the case that as countries develop, women's empowerment will foll ow natu-
rally, and there is therefore no need for specific policies targeted at improving
the condition of women? Is it sufficient to fight poverty and o create the
conditions for economic growth in poor countries? Recenl rescarch suggests
that economic growth, by reducing poverty and increasing opportunity, can
indeed have an importan! pesilive impact on gender equality. Women empow-
ermenl makes them independent decision makers. By the women empower-
menl social, political and economic d evelopment of a country is possible. So,
e develop a country woman should be empowered from all directions. For
this the women should be provided more scopes and advantages.
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