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CHAPTER 16

Monica Ali’s Brick Lane:
A Narrative of Identity Creation

Dr. Monika Jaiswal ,

gyt T

What could not be changed must be borne. And since nothing ccald
be changed, everything had to be borne. This principle ruled her e.
It was mantra, fettle, and challenge. So that, at the age of thirty-feur,
after she had been given three children and had one taken away, wl.en
she had a futile husband and had been fated a young and demanding
lover, when for the first time she could not wait for the future to He
revealed but had to make it for herself, she was as startled by her oén
agency as an infant who waves a clenched fist and strikes itself upon
the eye. (Monica Al, 5) :
Monica Ali’s evocative tale of diasporic migration, Brick La‘e
(2003), can be read as a narrative of identity creation, where s
protagonist, Nazneen, travels from a state of mute acceptance ¢f
fate, to tentative but irrevocable, individual agency. In this chapter I
will argue that Brick Lane demonstrates the idea that while womea
are often unwilling and unhappy subjects of migration, in fact it s

this wrench of uprooting that enables them to renegotiate boundaries
and create new and independent identities, :

Brick Lane orbits around the experiences of a group of wnme;;
with Nazneen as the core. Nazneen is a rural girl from Banglades!

who is projected into a life in London through an arranged marriags

with 2 man much older than herself. Here she brings up her

daughters and here she finds a community of friends, who like her?
are uneasy immigrants. They too respond to their isolation witk
gradually dawning individualism and learn to choose and live theis
own conceptions of their lives. Nazneen’s route, through much of?,
the novel, is one of ‘disconnection,” borne primarily of the:

diso 'cgti%‘ql)oss f her village, her sister, her family, and her’
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